$ Death of Renvers
In a later book, dealing with events that led up to the war, His
Majesty again is handled very tenderly indeed* But For the
Kaisffr's Sitke^ which appeared after the November revolution, deals
severely with the fallen monarch. None of these three books is of
any permanent value, hut there is considerably more merit in one
which appeared later, The Misuxdentoofl Rimurck^ whose title
Hammann borrowed from me. In my Reichstag speech of i4th
November 1906 I had said: " Dogmatising about Prince Bismarck1
has, if I may^ be allowed the truth for once,bccomc not only a mania
but a calamity. We are suffering from the misunderstood Prince
Bismarck. That is a sure sign of our national tendency to turn
everything into a system/'

The youngest child of Hammann'* muse, Pictures from the Last
Days of th& Empire p also makes very light reading, but is enter-
tainingly written. The letters and instructions from me reproduced
in these P/V/wttr, though published without my consent* are quite
authentic in origin,

All these changes in the Kaiser's entourage and at the Foreign
Office, of so much importance to a Chancellor* increased my diffi-
culties and multiplied the points of friction. Hut a source or really
personal ^rief, which touched me to the very core, was the death of
my old friend and physician, Ren vent, who died in the prime of life,
in the spring of 1909, Renvers, throughout the whole of my
Chancellorship, which took so high a toll of health and strength,
had advised and aided me with the highest degree of medical skill,
and with a kindness that never once flagged, I am naturally
healthy and had taken little care of my health ; Reavers, with masterly
psychological insight, made me observe myself and live hygienically,
He used to insist that at fifty a man who cannot be his own physician
is a fool. He was for moderate eating and still more moderate
drinking) for three-quarters, or at the very least, for half an hour's
gymnastic exercise a day: he recommended riding and walking.
But he was also a physician of the soul* and in many personal and
political difficulties he had understood, and really helped, me with
his advice, Renvers, who cared for me scrupulously, who had
restored so many others to health and life, died young as the result
of his own neglect of the internal complaint from which he^suffered,
He, whose diagnosis passed for infallible, who had sometimes told
me jokingly that medical science had made very little progress since
Hippocrates but that surgery alone had really advanced, allowed
Jkimself to be operated too late. When, under his charge, I had com-
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